
 

Denner, walking in Tolstoyôs footsteps 

 By Susan Wright,  Friends of the Library Board 

Michael Denner, a Tolstoy scholar, will be the featured speaker at 
the Friends of the Regional Library Centerôs program on  April 18. 
But Dr. Denner, an associate professor at Stetson University and 
editor of the ñTolstoy Journal,ò wonôt be 
discussing the iconic Russian writersô literary 
career or his best-known novels.   

In fact, Dr. Dennerôs program isnôt listed as one 
of the libraryôs literary or author programs --- itôs 
on the calendar as a travelogue.  Rather than 
discussing the authorôs novels or philosophy, 
Dr. Denner will describe a walk he took in the 
summer of 2011 ï a walk of more than 100 
miles across the Russian countryside. 

  Dr.  Denner, along with two other Tolstoy 
scholars, retraced the route of a walk taken by 
the great author several times in the 1880s 
from his familyôs winter house in Moscow to 
the his ancestral estate, a distance of more 
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                  DAYTONA BEACH IN BASEBALLôS HISTORY 

                

                                By Lynn Lempel, Friends of the Library Board 

 Chris Lamb may be a professor with a Ph.D., but he says that while 
growing up in Dayton, Ohio, ñSchool was my prison.  Baseball was my 
escape.ò 

 His route to academia was circuitous.  He got a B.S. in Broadcasting 
and an M.S. in Communications from the University of Tennessee.  During 
those years, he worked as a reporter for several newspapers and taught 
news writing at the University of Dayton. 

 Next came a move to Daytona Beach, where he was a sports writer 
for the ñNews-Journalò and professor at Daytona Beach Community 

College.  It was here that his lifelong love of baseball led him to pursue the story of Jackie Robinsonôs 
historic spring training of 1946. 
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than 100 miles through Russia.  

 Dr.  Denner says he often tells his students that Tolstoy was a sort of early version of a hippie, an 
aristocrat with a vast estate who became an anarchist, a vegetarian, a deeply religious man, who advocated a 
simple life and tried to live as much as possible like the peasants of the time. The walk was partly an 
expression of his commitment to living simply, as encouraged in the gospels. And, Denner adds, Tolstoy 
started the cross-country walks after his wife insisted the family move to Moscow in the winters, to give their 
children the traditional introduction to aristocratic society. The writer hated the capital and couldnôt wait to get 
back to the estate each spring.  He and his companions would set off as early as possible ï sometimes a bit 
too early as they often were caught in late season snowstorms.  

    The writer was a very physically fit man, Denner explains, who loved gymnastics and continued to ride 
horses into his eighties. ñI love his physicality,ò he says.  ñHe was a randy son-of-a-bitch,ò Denner adds with 
relish.  

 The 200-kilometer walk wasnôt considered too eccentric an undertaking in Tolstoyôs time ï it was a 
culture where long walks were fairly common. But Dennerôs friends, mostly Muscovite 
intellectuals, warned him that in modern Russia it wouldnôt be safe.  

  However, he says he found the ordinary people in the countryside were friendly and 
welcoming ï and tells a story of what happened when a camera woman in the group 
was injured, and they went into a village for help.  Those who attend the April 18 
travelogue will hear a riveting tale of the difficulties the group faced in finding a man in 
the village on a Sunday morning who was not too inebriated to drive after the usual 
Saturday night drinking bouts. 

   The Russia they encountered on their journey, more than a century after Tolstoy made his trek across 
the Russian countryside, was in many ways surprisingly unchanged, he says, despite all the upheavals of 
history.  

 After the trip, Dr. Denner was interviewed on National Public Radio, where he discussed Tolstoy and his 
walks, the obstacles he faced in reproducing his walks, and the details of organizing the project.   He didnôt, 
however, get into the reason for such an ambitious endeavor.  Asked why he wanted to recreate this 
particular part of Tolstoyôs life, his first reaction was, ñThatôs a good question, the kind of question a child 
would ask. The problem is ï thereôs no one answer.ò  

  Denner said he thought of Tolstoy as a bit like Steinbeck, who wrote a book late in his career about 
traveling across the U.S. Another reason for making the trek, he added, was that he was always ñyelling at my 
students that they lack imagination, that they need to challenge themselves.ò  The walk was his way of 
practicing what he preached.  

 He will share his experiences, anecdotes about his adventures, and insights from the journey at 4:00PM on 
Thursday, April 18 at the auditorium at the Regional Library Center on City Island. 
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Thursday  

April 18  

4:00 pm  

2 

GARDENING MATTERS: PALM TREES  

 This month folks can hear about caring for your palm trees, with a program 
on April 10 , at 1:00PM. A representative from Master Gardeners will 
present information on "The Correct Way to Care for Your Palms,"  
explaining what you need to know to grow healthy, lush palm trees in your 
Florida landscape.  

Also at the presentation, the Master Gardener will welcome any sick plants. 
Bring them along to find out what's wrong.  
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SOME RAMBLINGS by Brook White, Daytona Beach Regional Librarian 

 If you PROGRAM it, THEY will come.  The Daytona Beach Regional Library at City Island has had a 
very busy program schedule since reopening last Fall. 

 Here are just a few of the adult programs the Friends of the Library have recently sponsored, with 
attendance figures offered in parentheses: 

November:  Cuba Travelogue (35 attendees) and History of Early Navel Aviation (25). 

December: Daytona Solisti Chamber Orchestra (97) and Holiday Gift Crafts (24). 

January:  Couponing 101 (75); Songs of the Civil War Era (110); Sister Cities (21), and 
Estate Planning (57). 

February:  Gardening ï Roses (75); Wild About Birds (95), and Basics of Alzheimers (75).  In addition, 
Benôs Classic Movie Series began and the library is averaging thirty people a movie that has included such 
titles as: ñCasablancaò (40); ñGone With the Windô (25), and ñCitizen Kaneò (30). 

March:  a craft program with twenty attendees ï the most that could be accommodated for the program ï 
BUT the library had to turn away sixty people (yes, we need to do another craft program soon) and a 
program on Zora Neale Hurston (60). 

 Add the thirty (or more!) adult programs scheduled for the next two months ï not even counting the 
people who attend the Friday afternoon movies --  and it is easy to understand just how important the 
library system is to Volusia County (and even the surrounding counties).  Program it, and they will come! 

     MICHAEL PYLE, DAYTONA ATTORNEY AND AUTHOR, TO SPEAK, APRIL 10  

By Elizabeth Nelson, Newsletter Editor 

 This time Michael Pyle will not be talking about legal matters, or visits in Cuba with his Cuban-born 
wife, as he has done for us in the past. Instead his subject will be his novel, White Sugar, Brown Sugar, 
recently published. The story is based to some extent on his own 
experiences growing up in a still segregated Daytona Beach, in the 50s, 
60s and 70s. The central characters are two boys, Jude, who is white 
and loosely based on Pyle himself, and Roosevelt, who is black and 
entirely fictitious. The family circumstances of the two are wide apart; 
affluent, in Jude's case, impoverished, in Roosevelt's. Yet they form a 
bond. How they happen to come together in the first place is for the 
reader to find out. But that it begins in their youth is established by the 
jacket of the book, which shows two pairs of young bare feet, white and 
brown, side by side.                                                                                                                                       
 In a report on Pyle and his novel by James Harper in ñThe 
Daytona Timesò, February 23, featuring Black History Month, we learn 
that young Michael Pyle had little understanding of the racial tensions in 
his community and hardly any contact with blacks while growing up. 
There was only one black student in his Seabreeze High School 
graduating class. However, his parents would not allow in their home 
language demeaning of anyone for any reason, even though, as Pyle 
admitted, they were far from being civil rights activists. Among the few  
blacks in Pyle's life when he was young were the family's housekeeper, 
who he still considers a friend to this day; her sons, whom he met only a few times, when he would ride 
with his mother to take the housekeeper to her home; a couple of yard -men; and Brownie, who worked 
at the Yacht Club. He says he vaguely recognized that their lives were different from his, but he had no 
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 After leaving Daytona Beach, Lamb taught writing courses at Bowling Green State University 
and Charleston College, and earned a Ph.D. in Mass Communications from 
Bowling Green.  His dissertation focused on political cartoons and was the 
basis for his 2004 book, Drawn to Extremes: The Use and Abuse of Editorial 
Cartoons in the United States.  Just this January, he started a new job at 
Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis, where he is a professor 
in the School of Journalism. 

 Lambôs book on Robinson goes beyond the nitty-gritty of baseball.  His 
intent was to chronicle the life of a hero and the significance of one manôs 
journey.  ñIt makes us recognize that there are a lot of things wrong, and a 
majority of people choose to ignore them,ò Lamb says.  ñI think we can learn a 
lot from Jackie Robinson.  It is a great moral lesson that symbolizes the true 
definition of a hero.ò  

 Lambôs book on Robinson eventually led to another 
work published in 2012, Conspiracy of Silence: 
Sportswriters and the Long Campaign to Desegregate 
Baseball.  Drawing on newspaper articles and personal interviews, Lamb reveals 
how differently black and white newspapers wrote aboutðor ignoredðbaseballôs 
color line. 

 Testimony to his enduring interest in editorial cartoons is his 2011 book, The Sound and Fury 
of Sarah Palin.  Using cartoons as well as Palinôs own speeches, he analyzes her impact on 
American politics. 

 We couldnôt be more delighted to have Chris Lamb speak to us about Robinson--right across 
the street from the stadium where it all began, and just as Robinsonôs story has been unfolding on 
movie screens nationwide.   His talk is entitled ñJackie Robinson, Daytona Beach, and the Heroôs 
Journey.ò 

  Tickets are required for the Luncheon on May 10 at the Halifax River Yacht Club. For more 
information, see the box below.  We hope to see you there!  

(Luncheon Continued from page 1) 

Friday  

May 10 

11:30am 

33rd Annual Author Luncheon  

sponsored by Friends of the Volusia County Library Center 

featuring Dr. Chris Lamb, author of Blackout: The Untold Story of 
Jackie Robinson's First Spring Training 

Halifax River Yacht Club, 331 S. Beach St., Daytona Beach 

Friday, May 10, 2013 

Social Time with cash bar at 11:30a.m. 

Lunch at 12:00p.m. 

Tickets $30.00 

 Tickets are available at the Volusia County Library Center on City Island 

Reference Desk or from Board Members of the Friends. 

For more information, call the library at 257-6036 ext. 6311. 



 

BRING OUT THOSE DOLLARS FOR OUR SIX SPRING RAFFLE ITEMS  

     We have some very tempting items from some generous contributors. All six items will be on display at 
the library in the open area in front of the Reference desk. One dollar buys a ticket  (or with five dollars we 

will give you six tickets, even more chance to win). Tickets can be purchased now at the Reference desk. 

Here are the items for the 2013 Spring Raffle by Friends of the Library:  

1. A watercolor painting , Yellow Flowers, by fellow Friends Board member Gary 

Bobcik. Gary has been contributing his paintings for our raffles for several years. 

After retiring from his work as senior creative director for a design firm in northern 
New Jersey, in 1997, and moving to Daytona Beach, he became very involved in 
the art community in our area, displaying his work at some of our galleries and 

shows, and teaching a variety of painting courses. One he particularly enjoyed was 
designed for a group of youngsters at the Volusia County Regional Detention 

Center, for which in 2009 he received the Center's Volunteer of the Year Award. 

2. An expressionist watercolor painting , Are You My Mother? by Kathy 

Maloney Johnson. Kathy has recently become a member of the 
Governing Board of our City Island Friends group. This painting, 
acquired many years ago, is the gift of our Board Vice-President Lois 

Fennelly. Kathy earned an MFA degree in drawing and painting from 
Fort Wayne Art Institute. On graduating she taught multi-cultural arts in 

five public schools under a humanities grant of the Cuban American 
Women's Society of Fort Wayne, Indiana. In 1983, she moved to Florida 

with her artist husband Marc Johnson, soon before their first child, Colin, 
was born. She then began studying portraiture and formed a friendship 
with John Perts of Richmond, Virginia. Perts was a syndicated caricaturist 

of òRoll Call,ó the newspaper of Congress. Active 
in the local art scene, Kathy showed her work at various art fairs and began to sell her 

paintings. One collector of her work was Robert Quintal, the retired ballet dancer and 
poet, much esteemed in our arts community. When her children 

went off to college, Kathy accepted a position teaching art to 
children of many ages for the Diocese of Orlando. She currently 
teaches at St. Peter Catholic School, DeLand. 

3. A black countertop Super Wave Oven, with 12.5-quart capacity, 

that toasts, bakes, broils, air fries, grills, boils, and steams. Valued 

at $100. 

4. A large coffee-table book by Rachel Robinson titled Jackie Robinson, an Intimate 

Portrait. Valued at $40. 

5. A massage at Remedy Spa at Pelican Bay, owned by 

Tim Franks. Valued at $65. 

6.. A necklace with an abalone shell on a silver chain from Tracy and Stacy's 

Masterpiece Jewelers. Valued at $40. The award-winning owners of this 

establishment, sisters Tracy and Stacy, presented, early this month, a program at 
City Island Library, in which they told humorous and interesting stories about 
jewelry myths and truths. 
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A SPECIAL PLACE  

FOR THE CHILDREN  

                                                     By Cammie Newton, Childrenôs Librarian 

Got Kids? Or maybe grandkidsðeither way the 
Childrenôs section is the place to be!   

Toddler/preschool storytime  takes place on 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings at 10:30, with Ms. 
Cammie or Ms. Leanette leading the fun.  We sing and 
dance, read stories, and let the kids help with flannel -
board pieces.   

Family storytime  is 
at 10:30 on Saturday 
mornings and 
includes a fun craft to 
go with the weekly 
theme.   

Family movies  are shown on the big screen in the 
childrenôs auditorium on Sunday afternoons at 
2:00 for children and their parents/caregiversð
you can bring a snack or drink for the show if 
you like. For the next movie showings, turn to 
page 10. 

 Along with Ms. Cammie and Ms. Leanette, our friendly 
staff includes Ms. Diane, and our newest wonder-girl, Ms. 
Caitlin. 

 It is project season in the Childrenôs section, with 

students and parents busy with all 
kinds of Science experiments and 
Social Studies/History projects.  
Reference librarian Kim Dolce is a 

great resource for Social Studies 
projects, and she hosted an 
informative workshop for students 
and parents to clarify Social Studies 
Fair requirements.  We have enjoyed 
learning about Turning Points in 

History, as well as Martin Luther King, Jr. 
in January, African-American History in 

February, and Womenôs History, Easter, and St. Patrickôs Day all in March. 

(Children Continued on page 7) 
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